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Dear Clayton South Primary School families, 

The most important skill our children need to learn during their time with us is the 
ability to read. Our brains don’t naturally learn to read in the same way we learn to 
walk, talk and listen. As babies, our children can hear our voices and begin to interpret 
what we are saying, regardless of language, and by about the age of 2 years old, begin 
to converse with us. The brain is not wired to do this with reading. 

Therefore, as educators, we need to explicitly and systematically, teach the 
foundational skills of reading to the students. The first element of this is called 
Phonological Awareness. This is the ability to hear the individual phonemes (sounds) in 
words, and isolate beginning, middle and ending phonemes, recognise and create 
rhyming words, delete individual phonemes and add individual phonemes. We use a 
program called Heggerty in our Prep – 2 classrooms, which takes as little as 8 minutes 
per day, and ensures the students are being exposed to Phoneme Awareness and 
‘having a go’ as a class. Research suggests that students with little to no Phonological 
Awareness will struggle with reading in the later years. We are tackling that problem 
from day 1 of Prep. 

The second important element for our young readers is phonics. We 
use a program called Little Learners Love Literacy (LLLL) from Prep – 
2, where the students are taught the individual phonemes (sounds) 
matched to the graphemes (letters) in a sequential order, beginning 
with the sounds for s, a, p, t, i, m, f and c. From there, the students 
will practice blending these sounds together to make words such as 

cat, sat, Sam, cap and Tim. We use decodable readers across the whole school (LLLL in 
the Junior school, and chapter decodable books in the Senior 
school with those that need them). During Term 4 when our 
Preps returned on-site, we noticed a huge difference in their 
reading abilities once we began to implement this program, so 
we are excited to get a full year of teaching in this year and 
extend our ‘little learners’.  

The next elements to becoming skilled readers are improving fluency (expression, 
reading rate, accuracy), and comprehension. We will also be working on their 
language comprehension which includes vocabulary, background knowledge and 

language structures. ...Continued over page 
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2021 
FEBRUARY 

17 NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS 

18 iSEA iCARE Activity 

19 ASSEMBLY 

23 SCHOOL COUNCIL 6pm 

24 NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS 

26 NEWSLETTER 

 

MARCH 

2 SWIMMING PROG STARTS 
Tues to Fri for 2 weeks 

3 PREPS FIRST WEDNESDAY 

5 ASSEMBLY 

6 PUBLIC HOLIDAY  
* No School today * 

9 SCHOOL COUNCIL 6pm 

12 NEWSLETTER 

12 Swimming Prog Finishes 

18 SEDA Basketball Clinic P-6 

19 ASSEMBLY 

22 HARMONY WEEK 

26 NEWSLETTER 

 

Important 
Diary Dates 

Term 1 
 Icy Poles  

available for 

$1.00 
On Fridays & 

other hot days  

Clayton 
South 
Primary School 



UNDER THE GAZEBO CLAYTON SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (cont.) 

All staff (including myself, the teachers, and the Education Support staff) have been busy learning all about how 
children learn to read, and we have been modifying our practice to reflect the over 40 years of research that has gone 
into studying how the brain learns to read. So you can rest assured, we are doing all we can to improve the learning 
outcomes for your children in reading.  

Our tutor, Kyla Golledge, will be working with all students deemed ‘at risk’ in reading from 
Year 1-6, from Monday. This will occur over Terms 1 and 2, where the students will see 
Miss Golledge for approximately 3 x 20 minute sessions each week. We are hopeful this 
extra tuition will benefit our readers who need it the most. 

Next newsletter, I will discuss our writing program, followed by how we teach numeracy 

here at Clayton South Primary School. 

Have a great weekend. 

Greg Clement 
Principal 

Year 5/6 SCIENCE INCURSION 

 

On Wednesday, David, Namanjot, Callum and 
Valantine went to Monash University to do 
some science experiments. First we learnt 
about biology and made a robotic human hand. 
Then we looked into a microscope to see an 
onion close up, and algae cells. Finally, we 
looked at the adaptations of snails and fish. Our 
favourite activity was the microscopes because 
the scientist showed an interest in us and we 
got to see onion cells really close up and it 
looked like squares and triangles together, kind 
of like a brick wall. We will be going again 3 
more times this term. Thank you to Mr Clement 
for driving us to Monash University. 

By Callum and Valantine 



UNDER THE GAZEBO CLAYTON SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Term 4 - NO HAT = NO PLAY 
All children must wear hats during Term 1. NO HAT = NO PLAY rule will be enforced! Please ensure your 
child has a hat, clearly marked with their name (so it can be returned if found) 

Hats can be ordered online from www.fcw.com.au 
and will be delivered directly to school. 

Thanks in advance  

 Our ONSITE uniform shop is open 

Wednesdays 8.30-11.00am  

or you can order ONLINE 

www.fcw.com.au 

Christine will advise when orders  

are available for collection! 

FCW no longer 

have plastic bags. 
Please BYOB 

when buying from 

FCW. 

LUNCH 
ORDERS 
coming 
soon!  

Later this Term, lunch 
orders will resume on 

Fridays. We will send home 
a new menu once we have 
a start date confirmed  

 
 

 

 

 

Fridays & other HOT 
days during Term 1  

Icy Poles are available 
for $1.00! 



UNDER THE GAZEBO CLAYTON SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

ADVERTISING 



UNDER THE GAZEBO CLAYTON SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

ADVERTISING ADVERTISING 

 

 

 

Join us, in our brand new custom built facility where we 
specialise in swimming and water safety programs for 
all. Offering small class sizes, with new creative swim 

ideas for parents and children. Our Magna pool is warm 

and cosy, making it easy to swim all year round. 

HOURS 
Monday 10:00am-5.30pm 
Tuesday 9:30am-6.30pm 

Wednesday 10:00am-6:30pm 
Thursday 4:00pm-6:30pm 
Friday 10:00am-12:00pm 
Saturday 8:00am-2:00pm 
Sunday 8:00am- 12:00pm 

Email thelittleswimschool@gmail.com 
Phone 0418 511 076 
Address 1/ 536-546 Clayton Road, Clayton South 

Opposite Clayton South Primary School 

We are looking forward to meeting 
you and your little ones. 

 

mailto:thelittleswimschool@gmail.com

