Clayton
South
Primary School
Important
Diary Dates
OCTOBER

12 Kinect 2 Dance Program
(P-2 9.30-10.15am
Y3-6 10.15-11.00am)
19 Book Week starts
19 Kinect 2 Dance Program
20 School Council 6pm
21 Book Week DRESS UP DAY
22 FOOTY DRESS UP DAY
23 PUBLIC HOLIDAY
26 Kinect 2 Dance Program
NOVEMBER

2

CURRICULUM DAY
NO SCHOOL

3

MELBOURNE CUP DAY
NO SCHOOL

9

Kinect 2 Dance Program

9

BOOK FAIR STARTS

10 Year 6 Transition Session 1
(12.50-1.25pm)
11 Year 6 Transition Session 2
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Clayton South Primary School families,
It is with real excitement that we are able to welcome all of our students back on site today!
What a roller coaster of emotions it has been this past 2 terms of school. The students have
been so resilient in the face of such uncertainty. The parents have had to become their child’s
teacher, whilst many of you were still working yourselves. As a working parent to two boys
myself, I know first-hand the challenges that this presents, so on behalf of all of our staff, we
would like to sincerely thank you for stepping up in such difficult circumstances to ensure your
child’s learning did not decline. To all of the staff at Clayton South Primary School, without your
consistently smiling faces on the other end of Google Meets, and comforting tones on the end
of phone calls, this remote learning period would not have gone as smoothly as it did. So thank
you.
This term, we have 3 main areas to focus on. The first is well-being. We have hired Mrs.
Elizabeth Smith during Term 3 to lead this very important area of the school. Liz brings with her
a wealth of knowledge and expertise in this domain, and has made an immediate impact on all
staff and students. Liz was hired because she puts the welfare of students and staff first. This
has been very evident over the past term and a bit. To hear all about our wellbeing plans for the
rest of Term 4, please refer to Mrs. Smith’s wellbeing section in this newsletter.

Academics

24 Year 6 Transition Session 5

The second focus area for Term 4 is the progress of each child’s learning. Many students will
have thrived during this second stage of lockdown, many students will have plateaued, and
some will have been in survival mode and schoolwork wasn’t the major priority. We understand
completely and will be ensuring a fair and equitable use of resources this term. For students
who have fallen behind with their reading, myself, Mrs Smith, and all 4 of our Education
Support staff will be working with up to 4 students each, for 30 minutes each day, using
evidence-based phonics instruction to ‘catch-up’ and provide a bit of extra tuition to those
needing it. We do not want to leave anyone behind, and will do everything we can to fill in the
gaps potentially caused during this second phase of remote learning.

25 Year 6 Transition Session 6

...continued over page

12 BOOK FAIR- last day
16 Kinect 2 Dance Program
17 School Council 6pm
17 Year 6 Transition Session 3
18 Year 6 Transition Session 4
23 Kinect 2 Dance Program

30 Kinect 2 Dance Program

CLAYTON SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Principal: Mr Greg Clement

Reminder Friday’s in
Term 4 Icy
Poles are
available for $1
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

...continued

Transitions
With no access and no provisions for a Prep transition and Year 7 transition program this term, Mrs. Smith will be
visiting the local Kindergartens to observe our new 2021 Prep students. We have invited a guest speaker from Kingston
Council to speak with our current Year 6 students each Tuesday and Wednesday in November, about what to expect in
Secondary School. This program will cover topics such as;








How do I make friends at a new school?
How to find courage in unexpected places?
How to not hate your body?
How to avoid drama cyclones at school?
Why you need a gratitude attitude at school?
How to overcome bullying?

Bonus parent session – How to raise a resilient child
We are hoping that by offering this program, our students will feel less anxious about their transition into Secondary
school.
COVID-SAFE Plans
A letter was sent out via Konnective and to each parents email address last week, but a brief outline is as follows:
We cannot have any parents on site in the mornings, please drop your child at the gate, no earlier than 8.45am. We
understand the excitement this morning and we had students arriving at 8.20am, but we do not have staff on duty until
8.45am each morning. Many of our staff members will be outside in the courtyard to see your child into their
classrooms.
In the afternoons, parents of students in Prep-Year 2 can wait for their child outside the Junior Building, but must exit
immediately once they have collected their child/children. Parents of students in Years 3-6 must wait outside the school
gates/grounds to avoid too many adults being on site. If you have a child in both the junior and senior grades of the
school, you can wait outside the junior building and collect both children before exiting the grounds.
We have hand sanitiser in all classroom spaces for the children to use throughout the day, and will be educating the
students about the importance of hand hygiene as part of our daily routine.
We will continue to have 8 hours of cleaning provided to us by our cleaning company, Spotless. Our daily cleaner arrives
at 10am and cleans all high priority areas until 2pm. Our evening cleaner arrives at 3pm and cleans the school until
7pm.
As always, if you or your child show any flu symptoms, please call the school and isolate at home until you are feeling
better, and please get tested.
Before and after school care will commence from today, so please give Honorine a call if you need to use her services.
We are very hopeful that this return to school is permanent and that by following all of the above guidelines, we can
and will remain on site for the remainder of term 4 and into 2021. Thank you again for your assistance.

Greg Clement
Principal

FCW no longer
have plastic bags.
Please BYOB when
buying from FCW.

Until further notice…
All orders must be placed ONLINE

www.fcw.com.au

Christine will advise when orders are
available for collection!
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WELLBEING REPORT
Hello all,
Welcome back to term 4 2020, this year has shown us all how flexible, strong and resilient our
Clayton South Primary School community is. Let me introduce myself, my name is Elizabeth
Smith. I join the wonderful team as the Leading teacher in Well-being and Welfare. I will be
working alongside the amazing team to support your child/children’s learning journey. My past
history is working with students and families with many additional needs. I have an interest in
supporting the whole child in having the best learning outcomes. I have a Masters of Education
and specialise in young people’s mental health and challenging behaviours.
What does this mean for your child? My door is always open for children and families to discuss any concerns they
might be having. My main role is to provide support for students, staff and families, to achieve the best outcomes. I also
love hearing about exciting milestones, births of babies, weddings, birthdays and other achievements. I also have many
connections within the community to provide additional support for families regarding uniforms, financial support and
allied health.
This term, Mr Clement and I will be meeting with each child to welcome them back to school, to discuss how they are
feeling about returning to school, any concerns he or she may have, and going forward to 2021, who they would wish to
be in their class next year. Each child will have at least one friend from their request in their class in 2021.
At Clayton South Primary, our highest priority is the mental health, safety and wellbeing of every student and member
of our community, during this time of returning to onsite learning. Your child may feel anxious or concerned, he or she
may communicate these feelings by refusing to attend school, avoiding the topic of school, may say they are not feeling
well, feeling tired and having difficulties with sleep. If your child does start to present with these concerns or is communicating they are worried, the first thing you can do is reassure them that school is a fun and safe place. Discuss it
with your child’s teacher and I am available for a chat also.
I am very excited to announce that in 2021, Clayton South Primary School will be having an Allied Health team onsite,
this will include a speech pathologist, occupational therapist and psychologist to support students. This is a service that
will be provided free of charge if a child requires this assistance. These health professional will provide each child with
the best possible support for families and staff to reach the best educational outcomes for each child.
Please introduce yourself if you see me around the school, my door is always open. Please phone the school or send me
an email at Elizabeth.smith3@education.vic.gov.au if there is anything I can assist you with.
Continue to be the amazing people you all are and stay safe.

Liz Smith

Office News

Term 4 - NO HAT = NO PLAY
All children must wear hats during Term 4. From 19/10 the NO HAT = NO PLAY rule
will be enforced! Please ensure your child has a hat, clearly marked with their name.
Hats can be ordered online from
www.fcw.com.au and will be delivered
directly to school.

Thanks in advance 
NO LUNCH ORDERS! With the best interest of the students in mind, we have
decided to not do lunch orders for the remainder of 2020.

REMINDER - Fridays during Term 4 Icy Poles are available for $1.00!
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